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Tau Chun chAAN's 


REASONS 
For Repealing the 
Corporation aud Teſt Ads, Ws: 


EN Compliance with your 
WA 7.3th Inſtant, I have under» 
vritten given you my de- 
1 liberate-Thoughts on gur 
mind the Proteſtant-Diſſenters, who; 
you tell me, are endeavouring now to 
obtain a Repeal of the Acts aboye-men=- 
tioned, which I ſhall give you with the 


utmoſt Plainneſs, Freedom, and Sincerity, 
A 2 | and 


1 


and as fully. as my other Affairs and this 
ſhort Letter will allow me to do it; and 
as one that conſiders, and ought to re- 


member, that my advanced Age will ſoon 
bring me to give an Account (among all 
my other Actions) for what I now ſay 
to you, and that before the moſt righ- 
teous Judge of the World. | 
I need not ſpend a great deal of Time: 
to remind you of the narrow Views of 
thoſe who got thoſe Acts paſs'd, nor of 
the dreadful Conſequences of the vile Pro- 
fanation of the higheſt and moſt ſacred 
Inſtitution of the only Son of God, and 
the only innocent Son of Man; who 
commanded, that till he comes to judge 
the World, it ſhould be done (not as a 
Qualification for a Civil or Military Of- 
fice) but in remembrance of him, and of 
what he did and ſuffered ir us: In 
which ſolemn Remembrance is neceſſarily 
implied, and required of us, the ſtrongeſt 
Love, the greateſt Gratitude, and the - 
moſt exact Obedience to our glorious Re- 
deemer, and to all his Commands, that 
we 


1 
we are capable of. Now, my Friend, 
can you ſuppoſe that our great Lord and 
Saviour ever intended that this high and 
moſt ſolemn Feaſt with himſelf, ſhould 
be laid in common to his declared Ene- 
mies, as well as to his profeſſed Friends. 
You tell me Fudas, that betray'd 
him, was one who received the Sacra- 
ment with the other Eleven; which Ele- 
ven were our Lord's profeſs'd and real 
Friends : I anſwer, I grant you that, and 
more, even that Judas at the ſame Time 
was known by our Lord, (who, as he 
was God, knew all Things) to be his 
Enemy. But it is plain, by the ſolici- 
tous Examination that the Diſciples made 
of themſelves, upon our Lord's aſſuring 
them, that one of them would betray 
him; that Judas Icariot was a pro- 
feſs d Lover of his Lord, whom he 
knew, by his aſtoniſhing Miracles, by 
his holy Life, and heavenly Doctrines, 
was God and Man, and, in that Capa- 
city, came to pay a moſt perfect Obe- 
dience for us to the Laws of Heaven, 

z | | which 


Wes 


which the fel Adam, and all his Rack 
then in him, had rebelliouſly broken; 
and to lay down his Life for all that ever 
had, did then, or ſhould thercafter be- 
lieve on, and accept of him, as their 
liege Lord and Sovereign. In all Pro- 
bability, if Judas Villainy and Hypo- 
criſy had been known to the Eleven, 
(as it certainly was to our Lord) Peter 
and the reſt wauld have endeavoured to 
have defeated his Intention of betraying 
him: But then how would that Propheſy 
of him be fulfilled, that his own pro- 
feſs d and familiar Friend ſhould lift up 
his Heel againſt him ? And bow could 
his being betray d by a profeſs'd Friend 
| be ſuch a Part of his Humiliation for us, 
as was before-hand told us was to be a 
Mark of his being the true Meſſiah 2 
Who, though his Heel was to be bruiſed - 
bythe old Serpent, yet was he to break 
the Devil's Head or Power, and ſo glo- 
riouſly and triumphantly to deliver, by 
his Life and Death, all that believe on 


him, and accept of him as their King; 
out 


171 
ot of Satan's K ingdom, and to reftors  _ 
them to the Favour of God, and put 
them into a much happier and ſecurer 
State for ever, chan they would have 
been, i their firſt Father and common 
Repreſentative had never joined with the 


apoſtate Angels in rebelling againſt Hen» 
yen; 'Tho' I do not believe that infinite 


Willom, Power, and Goodnefs, could 
ever be at a Loſs to find ont a Way to 
fave a rebellious World, (with a Salvo 
to his own Juſtice, which had declared, 
that Man ſhould die ff he rebel d) yet 
fince the offended Majeſty of Heaven 
thoupht fit to take this Method, and to 
accept of an Equivalent, that he might 
honourably fave us, I cannot help belie- 
ving that it was the beſt way that even 
infinite and united Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodnefs, eould eontrive, moſt expreſſive 
of his Love to his Enemies, who had 
dnce borne the Image of their Maker, 
and the meſt likely Method to turn our 
fix'd Enmity of God into Love, Admi- 
pation, and Gratitude. "The Almighty 


him- 


a — 
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c 8] 
' himſelf ſeems to ſpeak this when he 
ſays, What could JI have done more than 
T have duns? But did any of the Apo- 
ſtles of our Lord ever encourage or force 
openly profane Swearers, Drunkards, 
Whoremongers, Lyars, covetous Perſons, 
(or Idolaters) and the like, to partake 
of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
Are not all ſuch declared to be Children 
of the Devil? Do not ſuch as ard thus 
openly wicked carry the Mark of the 
Devil in their Forcheads? And did ever 
| Chriſt, or his Apoſtles, make the Table 
of the Lord the Table of Devils ? Did 
the greateſt King that ever was on Earth, 
the King of Kings, ever make a Law, 
that if Judas would not partake with 
him of that his Supper, he ſhould no lon- 
ger hold his Office of 'Treaſurer 2 No ! 
Far from it; even Zudas's then eating 
and drinking with our Lord and his 
Diſciples, were (in him) voluntary A- 
ctions, though foreſeen by the God that 
made him, and whom he betray d: And 
having no Teſt-A& to extenuate his Crime, 
| his 


n 
his Wickedneſs was the orcater, in be- 
traying his very beſt Friend with a Kiſs ; 
for he made the {ame Proſeſſibn of Love; 
Gratitude, and Obedience, that the Ele- 
ven did. If you will but ſeriouſly and 
impartially conſider this Thing, I am 
ſure you will conclude (as I have done 
for many Years) that the proſtituting the 
moſt ſolemn and ſacred Supper of our 
Lord to ſecure Places of Profit or Honour, 
to thoſe who, though ever ſo notoriouſly 
wicked, will (by complying with the 
ſaid Act) intitle themſelves to be called 
Church-men, is a high Affront to God, 
and a foul Blot upon any Chriſtian 
Church that encourages ſuch a Corrup- 
tion; of which Church I profeſs my 
ſelf an unworthy Meniber : But one that 
mourns for all our Imperfe&ions; and 
would rejoice to ſee all Chriſtian-Churches 
firmly eſtabliſhed and flouriſh; upon the 
Doctrines and Practices of the Apoſtles 
and Prophets; Jeſus Chriſt himfelf (and 
no other) being the chief Corner Stone; 
1 hope our Stability will never depend on 

B > —— 


00 | 
the Proſtitution of the moſt ſacred Inſtis 
tution of our Lord, to ſerve ſecular. and 
unjuſtifiable Purpoſes. But you ſuggeſt, 
that you believe the Proteſtant-Diſſenters, 
in their preſent Endeavours, (or at leaſt 
many of them) are. not ſo much aiming 
at the Honour of their-and our great Lord 
and Maſter, and at removing this Ble» _ 
miſh from our Church, as at being capa» 
ble of having Civil and Military Offices. 
And you ſeem to fear, that if the King's 
Hands ſhould. be untied, and he ſhould. 
have Liberty to employ. as Officers Pro- 
teſtant-Diſſenters, as well as Church- 
men, (as all our Kings ever, by the afore- 
ſaid Acts, have had to employ a few of 
them in the Navy) that, generally ſpeak- 
ing, they being (in Appearance at leaſt), 
ſoberer Men than the generality of our Offi- 
cers that paſs for Churchmen, by receiving. 
the Sacrament as the. ſaid Teſt-Acts re- 
quire, though they are ſeldom. to be ſeen 
in a Church, at other Times, it will put 
very great Difficulties on many who are 
of our Church: They muſt either make 

* 5 | great 


( 11 ) 1 
great Friends, and grow ſober and dili- 
gent, Which is not very agreeable to ma- 
ny of them, or they cannot get into an 
Employment ſo eaſily as they can, now 
there are fewer Competitors; I have ob- 
ſerved (you fay) by many of us, who 
have Liberty to employ what Servants 
we pleaſe, that we chooſe to truſt a Pro- 
teſtant-Diſſenter, that we are well aſſured 
is an honeſt, ſober, diligent Man, rathet 
than one who eannot have ſuch a Re- 
commendation, though he tells tis he is a 
true Churehman: And they are frequent- 
ly choſen as Conſtables, yea, as War- 
dens of our Churches, or any other trou- 
bleſome Office, provided it has no Profit 
attending it. 

To this I reply, that I will not anſwer 
for all the Diſſenters; that their chief 
Views are at the Honour of our Re- 
deemer, and at the removing of a Blemiſh 
in our Church. It is probable many of 
them aim chiefly at being upon a Level 
with us in Civil and Military Affairs; 
and, for my own Part, I cannot fee any 

B 2 Reaſon 


[12], 

Reaſon to depreſs them. They agree 
with us in all the Subſtantials of our holy 
Religion; and as to leſſer and indifferent 
Things, that we all agree are ſo in them- 
ſelves, 1 wiſh to God they were left fo 
in their Uſe, and that none would take 
on them to lord it over God's Heritage, 
'They are as good Friends to King George, 
and his faithful Miniſters of State, as you 
or I, or the beſt Churchmen can be; 
and they are the only Friends that the 
true Church of England have, and can 
depend on. We all profeſs we are jour- 
neying towards Heaven ; why then ſhould 
we fall out by the Way 2 Is it any detri- 
ment to us to have our trueſt Friends able 
to aſliſt us with their Perſons and Purſes? 
Do they not readily join us in all Ele- 
ions, when our civil and religious Rights 
depend on ſuch Elections 2 Did they not 
ſtand firmly by us in our greateſt Di- 
ſtreſſes, when Popery, Slavery, and all 
ſorts of Debauchery, threaten'd to invade 
and deſtroy us, and our Religion ? Did 
we not then promiſe, in our Danger, 
that 


[ 13 ] 
that we would come to a Temper with 
them? And what have we ever done 
for them, except giving them Leave to 
worſhip God in the manner that they be- 
lieve in their Conſeiences is moſt pleaſing 
to Him; which is giving them nothing 
but what their Lord and ours had given 
them before: For, as they always preach'd 
Jeſus Chriſt, and him crucified, though 
they did not follow us, our paſſionate 
Predeceſſors err'd as much in ſilencing 
and perſecuting them, as our Lord's 
Diſciples did, who were for filencing and 
ejecting all who caſt out Devils in his 
Name, only becauſe they did not follow 
them. If the Diſſenters, in their Turns, 
have been guilty of the ſame Fault to- 
wards us, their Faults will not excuſe us 
in continuing to do that which we own 
was a Fault in them: For their Lord and 
ours has ſtrictly commanded us to do by 
all Men (not as we are done by) but as 
we would be done by; to love one ano- 
ther, as we love our ſelves, and as he 
loved us, and by his great Apoſtle Paul, 


to 


[14] 
to give no Occaſion of Offence ; to lay 
no Stumbling+Blocks in the Way of our 
Brethren: If we are ſtrong, not to offend 
our weak Brethren, even by eating of 
Meat; though that is a Thing undoubt+ 
edly lawful in it ſelf, much leſs have we 
any Power to force our doubting weak 
Brethren to eat Meat, which they ſerus- 
ple, or cannot digeſt, or to abſtain from 
it, when they think it lawful and expe- 
dient ; or to make ſuch Things Ternis of 
Communion with us, which our Lord and 
Maſter has not made ſo, as the Church of 
Rome take upon them to do by the Laity. 
Woe be to any that ſhall add to his 
Words; I mean, that ſhall lay any Streſs, 
or occaſion any Schiſm, by their own 
Additions, or weak and doubtful Illuſtra- 
tions or Explanations of God's Laws. 
Our bleſſed Lord, and his Apoſtles, ne- 
ver refuſed to own any as Members of 
the viſible Chriſtian-Church, who re- 
pented of their Sins, and profeſs'd their 
Belief on him, as the great Meſſiah; and 
fuch and their Families were baptized in 
the 


1151 
the. Name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt : And dare we caſt 
ſuck out of our Church whom God has 
received and owned ? Let the Enemies 
of Chriſtianity unchurch them if they 
pleaſe ; for my Part I never will, but will 
always endeavour to do by them as 1 
would have them do to me; But you ask 
me how ſhall the State be ſecure 2 And 
ſhall we not endanger the Proteſtant In- 
tereſt if we lay aſide this Sacramental 
Teſt, and ſo put Papiſts, Atheiſts, Deifts, 
Mugeletonians, Antinomians, Arians, So- 
cinians, French (or falſe) Prophets, and 
the like Enemies to Chriſtianity, into 
Places of Power and Profit, I anſwer, 
much better than the Government or the 
Church are now ſecured againſt them, 
by preferring none but ſuch, as produce a 
Certificate, ſigned by one of the Miniſters 
and three or four principal and noted 
worthy Members of the Church or Con- 
gregation of which he is a Member, 
(without Fee, Gratuity, or Reward) teſti+. 
ſying that, ſuch. Perſon is a profeſs d Pro- 

teſtant, 


[16] 
 teſtant, and attends the Worſhip of God 
in ſuch particular Proteſtant-Congregatiori 
when in Health, and his Affairs do not call 
him Abroad; that they believe him to be a 
good Proteſtarit, and a ſober, diligent, 
religious, and honeſt Man. A ſevere Pe- 
nalty may be laid on the counterfeiting 
and altering ſuch Certificates; and alſo 
on any that ſhall ſubſcribe any of them, 
whereby they give any Perſon a Cha- 
racer contrary to what they know ſuch 
Perſon deſerves. Such a Method as this 
would ſoon empty our Taverns, Ale- 
houſes, Brandy-ſhops, and Fields, and 
fill our Churches and Proteſtant Congre- 
gations on Sundays, and other Days, 
when our Maker is to be worſhipped :? 
And many a poor Wretch, that now ne- 
ver goes into a Church; but to get or 
keep his Qualification, may, while he is 
ſeeking for Loaves and Fiſhes, be caught 
in a Net, which our Lord has command- 
ed to be ſpread for Men. And, in a 
little Time, our Armies and Navics would 
not be terrible to ſober religious Men, 
| as 


( 7 ) 
ds tliey have been for many Years laſt 
paſt, by reaſon of the moſt horrible, exe- 
crable, and new-invented Oaths, Curſes, 
Imprecations, and other Abominations; 
that are now htard and feen in our Ar- 
mies, Navies; Cities; Towns, Countries, 
Villages, Rivers; Cc. where Wickedneſs is 
generally and very eaſily learnt, by the 
Examples of Men in Power and Authority. 
This Repeal (in all Probability) will ſooner 
reform the Manners of ſuch as have any 
Hopes of ever being more than what they 
now are, or that would not be always 
Servants, than a thouſand Reſormation- 
Sermons, while there is nothing more re- 
quired to qualify a Man for an Office, 
than his receiving the Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper three or four times a Year, 
whether he be fit for it or not. If he 
negle&s, he muſt loſe his Place, and be put 
under other very ſevere Penalties. . If he 
cats and drinks unworthily, not diſcern- 
ing the Lord's Body, he cats and drinks 
Damnation to himſelf: And if a poor 
Miniſter, that knows the Officer that of- 
© ſers 
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fers to receive it is a Devil, of a Child 
and Slave of the Devil's, and trembles 
at the Thought of profaning the Lord's 
Table by admitting him, ſhould dare to 
refuſe him, while in this deplorable Con- 
dition ; this poor Miniſter (as the Law 
ſtands at preſent) may be ruined by ſuch 
refuſed Officer: Therefore whatever 
Views ſome may have in reforming what 
is amiſs, it can never be too foon to a- 
mend whatever diſhonours God, and the 
holy Religion he has inſtituted, and 
which we profeſs. 

As to the laſt Queſtion you ask me, 
dig. Whether 1 think this is a proper 
Time to addreſs for an Amendment of 
this Law, which has kept ſo many out 
of our Churches, and embitter'd their 
Spirits againſt us for treating them, as 
we ſhould not like to be treated by them, 
F the Tables were turtd. I arifwes, That 
in my Conſcience I think it a proper, 
and the moſt proper Time, for the fol- 
lowing Reaſons, 


1. That 


| (19) 

1. That none but the preſent Time 
can properly be called our own : 'The 
Time paſt is not, nor will it ever be ours 
again; the future is not, and never may 
be ours : And we are commanded to work 
while it is day ; and whatever our Hands 
find us to do, to do it with all our 
Might. 

2. We have now a moſt excellent 
King on the Throne, and, bleſſed be 
God, he is happy in a faithful Miniſtry : 
And it muſt certainly be a yery pleaſant 
Thing to him to make all his dutiful and 
loving Subjects eaſy, by beſtowing Fa- 
vours with an impartial Hand to thoſe 
who equally, or moſt, deſerve them, and 
are fitteſt for them. And we have no 
Reaſon to doubt that ſuch a Prince will, 
with Pleaſure, ſtrengthen the Hands of 
his trueſt Friends of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, who have been found, ever ſince 
the happy Revolution, to be too powerful 
for all his Majeſty's Enemies among us, 
(though very numerous and mighty tog) 
when we are joined by the Hearts, Purſes, 
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Counſels, and Hands of our Proteſtant 


Diſſenting Friends. We are not ſo vain 


as to imagine that we, who are his Ma- 


jeſty's beſt Friends of the eſtabliſh'd 


Church, are (by our ſelves) numerous, 


rich, and ſtrong enough to gain a Majo- 


rity of hearty Friends to his Majeſty, in 
our approaching Elections, if our Ene- 
mies have Art enough to breed a Miſ- 
underſtanding between us, by making our 


only Friends believe, that we of the 


eſtabliſhed Church, who are true Friends 


to his Majeſty, would fain continue the 
greateſt Blemiſh in our Church, on. pur- 


poſe to keep them out of their natural 


and civil Rights, who chearfully and 
equally contribute, by their Perſons, 


Purſes, and. Labours with us, to ſupport 
that happy Eſtabliſhment in the State, 


that God has bleſſed us with, and to ren- 
der his ſacred Majeſty eaſy in the Admi- 


niſtration of Juſtice. And therefore, if 


Ve. had no other Motive, but our own 


true Intereſt and Preſervation, we ought 
bs do pur utmoſt to enable and oblige our 
bw e ; 

Bre- 
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Brethren, the Proteſtant-Diſſenters, to 
join us in our common Defence againſt 
our common Enemies, which I have be- 
fore named, I with there were no other 
Names or Diſtinctions among Chriſtians 
than that of Proteſtants and Papiſts ; but 
then there would not be ſo many Exer- 
ciſes fos Charity or Love, and mutual 
Forbearance, as there are: And if we 
have not thoſe Graces, and ſhew (on all 
proper Occali ons) that we have them, 
whatever we. call our ſelves, and what- 
ever other Angelick Qualifications we 
may be poſſeſſed of, we are nothing, but 
as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling Cymbal. 
I believe, there is not a true Church- 
man in Great Britain, either Clergyman 
or Layman, that ſoberly conſiders the 
Miſchief and Diſhonour the Miſconſtru- 
ction (or Miſapplication) of the ſaid Teſt- 
Act has done, and will do, to the Church 
of England, but heartily wiſhes (as I do) 
that it were reſtrain d to what was ſaid to 
be the true Intention of it, when firſt 
enacted; (or rather exchanged for a 


much 
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much better Teſt; whereby no Man 

will be allowed to Witneſs for hin» 

fel, as he does by the preſent Teſt) I 

mean, to keep out of Places of Truft 

and Profit, only thoſe who are Enemies 
to the Proteſtant Religion. "FP 


nnen Sigi uGn 
POSTSCRIPT. 


EFORE any of my Brethren of 

Adverſaries undertake to reply to 
what I have ſaid on this Subject, I deſire 
they will duly conſider and anſwer the 
following Queries. 

1. Is our almighty Saviour (the Lord 
Jeſus Chrift) ſupreme Head of his Church, 
or not? 

2. Will he at laſt moſt righteouſly 
judge the World in his united Nature, as 
true God and true Man, and puniſh all 
the obſtinate Tranſgreſſors of his Laws, 
or no? > 
3. Has he Wiſdom and Authority ſuffi- 
cient to inſtitute Ordinances and Sacra- 


ments in his Church, and to declare the 
I acred 


3 


ſacred Ends for which he inſtitutes them; 
or does he ſtand in need of the Aſſiſtance 
of any mere Creature, to add any Thing 
to his Appointments, or Deſigns, and to 
make thoſe, their Additions, eſſential 


thereto. 


4. Will he not ſeverely reprove, and 
add all the Plagues that are written in 
the Book of God, to them that ſhall add 
any Thing of their own to his Word 2 

5. Has not our Lord, in his laſt Sup- 
per, told ns the End of our ſacramental 
eating and drinking his Body and Blood, 
#/z. that we are to do it in Remembranac 
of him e | 

6. If we receive that Sacrament once, 
twice, thrice, or -eftner, in a Year, to 
qualify us for any Civil or Military Em- 
ployment, or to ſave 500 J. that may 
otherwiſe (if we have it) be torn from 
us, for any one Omiſſion, and to preſerve 
our natural and civil Rights, af being ca- 
pable of ſuing for our juſt Dues, of re- 
ceiving and enjoying a Legacy, and the 
like. Are not theſe additional Ends to 

the 


69 
the only End our Lord has told us we 
ought to regard, when we come to eat 
and drink with him at his Table 2 Or 
can it be a ſufficient Excuſe to tell the 
great Judge of the World, in the laſt 
Day, that notwithſtanding we made bold 
to proſtitute his Inſtitutions to ſerve our 
ſecular Purpoſes, when Men commanded 
us fo to do, yet we did not wholly forget 
him at ſuch Times, though we cannot 
deny but that the chief Deſign we then 
had was to ſerve our temporal Intereſts ? 

7. Is it not perſecuting the Miniſters 
of our own eſtabliſhed Church, to com- 
pel them to adminiſter that holy Sacra- 
ment to ſuch as they know are unfit or 
(if left to their Liberty) unwilling to re- 
ceive it, by ſuch Penalties as they are 
not able to bear; which Penalties the 
Perſon refuſed has always in his Power, 
by the Teſt-Acts, to bring them under, 
to the utter Ruin of the conſcientious Mi- 
niſters and their Families ? 

8. Is it not too ſevere upon our Civil 
and Military — to ſubject them to 

1 utter 
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utter Ruin, if they happen to forget recei- 
Ling the Sacrament fo often as the Teſt- 
ro require? Or if they, for want of 
their Pay in due Time, have not Money 
to Latisfy two Witneſſes, who muſt be 
able to teſtify their receiving it, as of- 
ten as the ſaid Acts require? - 

9. Did the Corporation and Teſt-Acts 
ever preſerve our eſtabliſhed Church from 
the Dangers and Invafions we were 
threaten'd with; by a Po piſh — and a 
Popiſſi Pretender ? 

10. Can it be ſuppoſed that a Papiſt, 
who knows the Pope will ſell him Par- 
dons for any Sins, eſpecially if they ard 
committed to ſerve Holy-Church, will 
make any Scruple to receive the Sacra- 
ment in our eſtabliſhed Churches three or 
ſour times every Year; if he can but 
thereby ſecure to himfelf a profitable Of 
fice, and be skreened from utter Ruin by 
Informations and Proſecutions on the Acts 
before mentioned? 

11. If the Corporation and Teſt-ARs 
are not Grievances to thofe who have no 
D. more 
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more than the bare Name of Churchmen, 
and deſire no more than the Name; 
are they not very great Grievances and 
Perſecutions to every conſcientious Mem- 
ber of the Church of England, that has 


always been a conſtant and worthy Com- 
municant at the Table of our Lord, and 
is, in all reſpects, fitly qualified to ſerve 
his King and Country in ſome Civil or 
Military Employment or other, but dares 


not accept of any publick Office, becauſe 


he thinks in his Conſcience (as I do) 
that he would ſin againſt God if he ſhould 
receive it for any "as End than what 


our great Lord has appointed, dig. in 


Remembrance of him; much more if his 
ſecular End ſhould eclipſe or annihilate 
| the ſacred and only End our Lord had 
in that ſolemn and ſacred Inſtitution ? 

12. Whether thoſe Members of our 
own eſtabliſhed Church, who have (fin nce 
the Corporation and Teſt-Acts were in 


Being) accepted of Civil or Military Em- 


ployments, and till ſuch their Acceptance, 
were conſtant Communicants | in 'our 


Church, 
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Church, and received the Sacra ment. of 
our Lord's Supper, only in Remembrance 
of him, but to keep ſuch their Offices, 
and to preſerve themſelves and Families 
from utter Ruin, have been overcome 
(contrary to their Judgments) to receive, 
the Sacrament three or four times a Year, 
in Obedience to the ſaid Acts, as well 
as in Remembrance of their Lord; and, 
while they have been ſo receiving, have 
doubted that they 'offended God, by 
proſtituting the moſt ſacred Things to ſe- 
cular and common Uſes: I ſay, would 
they not (if they had any Fear of God 
before their Eyes) have rejoiced, in be- 
ing delivered from ſuch Temptations 
and Snares, as thoſe Acts were to 
them e | 


For my own Part, 1 always thought, 
that in the Worſhip of God, whatſoever 
I do, if 1 believe ! ought” not to do it, it 
is a Sin in me; and that if I do that, 
which! do but doubt is a Sin, I expoſe 
my ſelf to Damnation. 


I Read 
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